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Message from BBF Board Chair and President

Mission

It!is!an!honor!to!present!to!you!Brother’s!Brother!Foundation’s!(BBF)!annual!
report!of!activities!through!the! !scal!year!2008.!The!following!pages!outline!
the!efforts!of!BBF!to!serve!with!the!help!of!our!many!partners,!donors,!board!
members!and!staff.!We!celebrated!50!years!of!service!in!November!2008!
and!highlights!of!those!50!years!are!on!page!four.!The!statement!of!activities!
are!found!on!pages!six!and!seven.!BBF!was!noted!in!Forbes!Magazine’s!
2008!Giving!Guide!as!well!as!many!other!publications.!We!would!like!to!
thank!the!members!of!our!dedicated!Board!of!Trustees!and!our!wonderful!

staff!for!all!the!work!they!do!to!ensure!that!all!donations!are!put!to!the!most!ef !cient!use!possible.!BBF!maintained!its!
rating!in!Forbes!Magazine!as!one!of!the!four!most!ef !cient!charities!in!the!USA!as!based!on!Forbes!Magazine’s!rating!
of!100%!ef !ciency!for!fundraising!and!charitable!commitment.!In!2007!BBF!distributed!2,038!tons!of!requested!
products!to!those!in!need.!In!2008!BBF!shipped!well!over!6,500!tons!of!requested!items!including!4,128,000!bottles!
of!pharmaceuticals!(antibiotics,!hypertensives,!anti-fungal!ointments,!etc.),!20,748,000!new!books,!800!hospital!beds,!
435,000!pairs!of!new!shoes!and!other!items!which! !lled!520!oceangoing!containers.!BBF!also!provided!medical!and!
humanitarian!supplies!to!nearly!200!volunteer!medical!mission!teams,!an!increase!of!almost!50%!from!a!year!ago.!The!
value!of!2008!shipments!exceeded!$1.1!billion!using!current!standard!charity!valuation!methodologies.!“Reasons!for!
the!increase!include!larger!corporate!donations,!ef !ciency!and!con !dence!of!many!international!sponsors.!Donors!
and!recipients!know!that!BBF!can!deliver!necessary!materials!at!low!cost.!It!is!a!con"!uence!of!effort,!ef !ciency!and!
caring,”!says!Luke!L.!Hingson.!Listed!on!pages! !ve!and!ten,!please! !nd!our!major!medical!related!corporate!product!
contributors!including!Teva,!Mylan!and!Impax!pharmaceutical!companies.!BBF!celebrated!its!50th!anniversary!at!
the!Senator!John!Heinz!History!Center,!Pittsburgh,!Pennsylvania! in!November!2008.!The!highlight!of! the!event!
was!the!inclusion!of!Dr.!Robert!Hingson’s!jet!injector!technology!as!part!of!the!museum’s!Innovators!of!Western!

Pennsylvania!exhibit.

The mission of Brother’s Brother Foundation is to promote international 
health and education through the ef! cient and effective distribution and 

provision of donated medical, educational, agricultural and other resources. 
All BBF programs are designed to ful! ll its mission by 

connecting people’s resources with people’s needs. 

Roy G. Dorrance, III.
BBF!Board!Chair

Luke L. Hingson
BBF!President
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1958
Dr.!Robert!A.!Hingson!leads!a!team!of!volunteer!doctors!from!Cleveland,!Ohio!
on!a!medical!mission!!across!Asia!and!Africa.!Surgical,!obstetric!and!medical!
treatments! in! 147! developing! world! hospitals! are! performed.! Over! 90,000!
immunizations!against!cholera,!typhoid,!poliomyelitis!and!smallpox!are!given!
proving!the!ef !ciency!of!the!jet!injector!or!the!“peace!gun”!on!a!mass!scale.

The!group!is!called!“My!Brother’s!Keeper”!until!a!Nigerian!medical!student!
proclaims,!“We!don’t!need!a!keeper,!we!need!a!brother#”!The!organization’s!
name!changes!to!“Brother’s!Brother!Foundation.”

1960s
In! 1961,! Brother’s! Brother! Foundation! undertakes! Africa’s! !r st!
national! smallpox! immunization! campaign! in! Liberia! using! jet!
injector! technology! with! 831,000! immunizations! given.! Then! in!
1962,! through! the! efforts! of! Dr.! Hingson’s! wife,! Gussie,! 100,000!
school!books!are!delivered! to!Liberia!as!well!as!more! than!7! tons!
of!vegetable!seeds.!From!1962!through!1969!BBF!immunizes!over!
3!million!people!around!the!world!against!smallpox,!poliomyelitis,!
measles!and!other!diseases.!In!1968!BBF!moved!to!Pittsburgh,!PA.

1970s
BBF! expands! the! reach! of! its! work! and! responds! to! earthquake! and! hurricane!
disasters!in!Peru,!Nicaragua,!Honduras!and!Guatemala.!From!1972!through!1976!
BBF’s!Founder!Dr.!Robert!Hingson!convinces!Rotary!International!of! the!need!
to! support!worldwide! immunization!against! poliomyelitis.!Rotary! International!
expects!to!raise!over!$1,200,000,000!for!the!immunization!effort!by!2011.

1980
Dr.! Hingson! spends! three! weeks! in! China!
consulting,!lecturing!and!training!health!personnel!
throughout!the!country.!With!help!from!UNICEF!
and!Baptist!World!Alliance,!BBF!provides!China!
with! six! jet! inoculators,! refrigerators,! medical!
equipment!and!textbooks.

1981
Dr.!Hingson’s!son,!Luke!L.!Hingson,!is!appointed!President!of!Brother’s!Brother!
Foundation.

1996
BBF! Founder! Dr.! Robert! Hingson,! Professor! at! the! University! of! Pittsburgh!
Medical!Center!and!School!of!Public!Health,!dies!at!the!age!of!83.!He!was!a!humanitarian,!inventor,!scientist!and!
pioneer!of!epidural!anesthesia!for!childbirth!and!the!jet!injector!for!mass!immunization.

2008
BBF,!the!highly!respected!50-year!old!Pittsburgh-based!international!charity,!surpasses!$3.3!billion!of!medical!
supplies,!textbooks,!food,!seeds!and!other!humanitarian!supplies!weighing!over!86,000!tons!sent!to!people!around!
the!world!in!over!135!countries.!In!2008,!with!the!help!of!gifts!from!the!general!public,!foundations,!corporations,!
and! the!U.S.!government,!BBF!sends!product!contributions!weighing!over!6,500! tons! to! those! in!need! in!74!
countries.

BBF Celebrates 50 Years of 
Connecting People’s Resources with People’s Needs

Dr. Jonas Salk and Dr. Hingson 
in 1977

Dr. Hingson, Chinese government 
Ministry of Health of! cial 
and son, Luke L. Hingson

Books in Liberia

Jet injector technology
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Medical Program Statistics

Number!of!Containers!Sent!-!323
Pounds!of!Goods!Sent!-!11,395,810
Total!Value!of!Donations!Sent!-!$314,900,334

Top!Five!Educational!Donors!of!2008:
Houghton!Mif"!in
Harcourt,!Inc.
Pearson!Education
McGraw-Hill!Companies
Highlands!School!District

Countries that received donations:
Afghanistan,!Bolivia,!Cambodia,!Cameroon,!China,!
Costa!Rica,!East!Timor,!El!Salvador,!Ethiopia,!
Georgia,!Ghana,!Guatemala,!Guyana,!Haiti,!
Honduras,!Indonesia,!Iraq,!Israel,!Jamaica,!Jordan,!
Kenya,!Lebanon,!Liberia,!Madagascar,!Malawi,!
Malaysia,!Mongolia,!Nicaragua,!Nigeria,!Pakistan,!
Palestine,!Peru,!Philippines,!Rwanda,!Sierra!
Leone,!South!Africa,!Sri!Lanka,!Sudan,!Swaziland,!
Tanzania,!Thailand,!Trinidad,!Uganda,!USA!and!
Zambia

Educational Program Statistics

Countries that received donations:
Argentina,!Belarus,!Belize,!Bolivia,!Brazil,!Chile,!
China,!Costa!Rica,!Cuba,!Dominican!Republic,!
Ecuador,!El!Salvador,!Ethiopia,!Ghana,!Guatemala,!
Guatemala,!Guinea,!Guyana,!Haiti,!Honduras,!
India,!Iraq,!Ivory!Coast,!Jamaica,!Kenya,!Liberia,!
Madagascar,!Malawi,!Mali,!Mexico,!Moldova,!
Morocco,!Mozambique,!Nicaragua,!Niger,!Nigeria,!
Panama,!Paraguay,!Peru,!Philippines,!Romania,!
Senegal,!Sierra!Leone,!Slovakia,!Somalia,!South!!
Africa,!St.!Kitts!and!Nevis,!Uganda,!USA,!Vietnam,!
Zambia!and!Zimbabwe

Number!of!Containers!Sent!-!147!
Pounds!of!Goods!Sent!-!1,385,051
Total!Value!of!Donations!Sent!-!$764,537,610

Top!Five!Medical!Donors!of!2008:
Teva!Pharmaceuticals,!USA
Mylan!Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.
Cobalt!Laboratories,!Inc.
Aurobindo!Pharma!USA,!Inc.
Watson!Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.

Humanitarian Program Statistics
Number!of!Containers!Sent!-!50
Pounds!of!Goods!Sent!-!359,958
Total!Value!of!Donations!Sent!-!$4,712,307

Top!Four!Humanitarian!Donors!of!2008:
Crocs,!Inc.
Mine!Safety!Appliances
Vinyard!Vines
Black!Flag!-!A!Homax!Group!Company

Countries that received donations:
Belize,!Brazil,!Cambodia,!China,!Colombia,!
Costa!Rica,!Cuba,!Democratic!Republic!of!the!
Congo,!Dominican!Republic,!Ecuador,!El!Salvador,!
Ethiopia,!Ghana,!Guatemala,!Guyana,!Haiti,!
Honduras,!Israel,!Jamaica,!Kenya,!Madagascar,!
Malawi,!Mali,!Mexico,!Mozambique,!Nepal,!!
Nicaragua,!Panama,!Philippines,!Romania,!Rwanda,!
Slovakia,!South!Africa,!Swaziland,!Thailand,!
Uganda,!USA,!Vietnam!and!Zimbabwe

Mission Trip Program Statistics

Number!of!Mission!Trips!Supported!-!206
Number!of!Countries!That!Received!Donations!-!42

Total!Value!of!Donations!Sent!-!$8,942,968
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Condensed Statement of Financial Position 
December 31, 2008 & 2007

Assets

Cash!and!Equivalents

Accounts!Receivable

Investments

Inventory

Prepaid!Expenses

Property!and!Equipment,!Net

TOTAL!ASSETS

Liabilities and Net Assets

ACCOUNTS!PAYABLE!AND!
ACCRUED!LIABILITIES

NET!ASSETS

TOTAL!LIABILITIES!AND!NET!ASSETS

2008

$!!!!1,965,870

164,405

2,172,659

13,216,752

15,447

836,043

$!!18,371,176

$!!!!!!!146,982

18,224,194

$!18,371,176
Schneider Downs & Co., Inc., Certi! ed Public Accountants, has issued unquali! ed 
opinions on the Foundation’s !  nancial statements for the years ended December 
31, 2008 and 2007 based on that ! rm’s audits of those ! nancial statements 
conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the  
United States of America.  The o"  cial registration and ! nancial information of  
the Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling tol l free within Pennsylvania at (800) 732-0999. 

2007

$!!!!1,457,970

308,139

2,979,322

14,726,934

14,968

514,607

$!!20,001,940

$!!!!!!!193,882

19,808,058

$!20,001,940

6

In accordance with FASB Statement No. 154, “Accounting Changes and Error Corrections,” the Foundation has changed its estimate of 
fair value of December 31, 2008 inventory for donated pharmaceuticals. The new valuation is based on a methodology that considers the 
most current markets of trading information available. The valuation methodology utilizes published reimbursement pricing guidelines 
from federal (Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services - CMS) and state (West Virginia State Maximum Allowed Cost - WV SMAC) 
sources as a primary reference. Previously, the valuation methodology relied solely on average wholesale price (AWP) as a primary reference. 
Management believes the change in valuation methodology is more representative of fair value in measuring donated pharmaceutical 
inventory. The e! ect of the change in accounting estimate has materially decreased the Foundation’s pharmaceutical inventory, resulting 
in a $19,026,000 adjustment to inventory and a corresponding decrease to donation income in 2008.



Condensed Statement of Activities & 
Change in Net Assets 

Years Ending December 31, 2008 & 2007

Revenue and Public Support

Donated!Materials!and!Supplies
Individuals
Foundations
Program!Service!Fees
Government!Grants
Corporations
Civic!and!Social!Clubs
Religious!Organizations

Investment!(loss)!Income
Other!Revenue

Total!Revenue!and!Public!Support

Functional Expenses

Program!Expenses
Support!Services:
! Management!and!General
! Fund!Raising

Total!Functional!Expenses

(Decrease)!Increase!in!Net!Assets

NET!ASSETS:
! Beginning!of!Year
! End!of!Year

2008

$!!!1,082,640,070
683,886
328,378

1,631,763
307,495
55,263
3,350

36,293

1,085,686,498

(860,990)
-

1,084,825,508

1,085,676,672

572,107
160,593

1,086,409,372

(1,583,864)

19,808,058
$!!!!!!!!18,224,194

2007

$!!!328,230,922
1,032,564

350,558
608,207
342,929
14,619
14,625
20,353

330,614,777

169,527
-

330,784,304

336,793,298

479,677
176,987

337,449,962

(6,665,658)

26,473,716
$!!!!!19,808,058

7
BBF’s full audited statement can be found online at h" p://www.brothersbrother.org
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Countries Served in 2008 *
Afghanistan
Argentina
Belarus
Belize
Bolivia!
Brazil
Cambodia
Cameroon
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa!Rica
Cuba
Democratic!Republic!of!Congo
Dominican!Republic
East!Timor
Ecuador
El!Salvador
Ethiopia

Georgia
Ghana
Guatemala
Guinea
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Israel
Ivory!Coast
Jamaica
Jordan
Kenya
Lebanon
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi

Malaysia
Mali
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Nepal
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Pakistan
Palestine
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Romania
Rwanda!

Senegal
Sierra!Leone
Slovakia
Somalia
South!Africa
Sri!Lanka
St.!Kitts!and!Nevis
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad
Uganda
USA
Vietnam
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Countries Served

North America
Canada

South America
Uruguay

Caribbean
Antigua!and!Barbuda
Bahamas
Dominica
Grenada
Saint!Lucia
St.!Vincent’s!Island
Turks!Island
Virgin!Islands



Countries Helped in 2008 Displayed In Purple 
Countries Helped Before 2008 Displayed in Light Purple

Other Countries Served Over Past 50 Years  *

Middle East
Iran
Syria
Turkey

Europe
Albania
Bosnia!and!Herzegovinia
Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech!Republic
Greece
Hungary
Lithuania
Macedonia

Montenegro
Poland
Russia
Serbia
Soviet!Union
Ukraine
Yugoslavia

Africa
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Chad
Djibouti

Egypt
Equatorial!Guinea
Eritrea
Gabon
Gambia
Lesotho
Libya
Namibia
Togo
Tunisia

Asia
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh

Bhutan
Burma
Chechnya
Japan
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
North!Korea
Papua!New!Guinea
South!Korea
Taiwan
Uzbekistan

Oceania
American!Samoa

Fiji
Mariana!Islands
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Gift-in-Kind Donors

Apotex,!Inc.

Aurobindo!Pharma!USA,!Inc.

Cobalt!Laboratories,!Inc.

Crocs,!Inc.

Genpharm!L.P.*

Harcourt,!Inc.

Houghton!Mif"!in

Impax!Laboratories,!Inc.

McGraw-Hill

Mylan!Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.

Pearson!Education

Teva!Pharmaceuticals,!USA

Three!Rivers!Pharmaceuticals

UDL!Laboratories,!Inc.

Victory!Pharma,!Inc.*

Watson!Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.

*!Donated for the ! rst time in 2008.

All listed are largest ! fteen donors by 
dollar value of donation.

South!Hills!Movers!has!supported!the!work!of!Brother’s!
Brother!Foundation!an!over!30-year!history:!a!true!partner,!in!
helping!BBF!connect!people’s!resources!with!people’s!needs.!

Mylan!Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.

Watson!
Pharmaceuticals,!Inc.

Crocs,!Inc.

10

!“I can always count on South Hills Movers to help us out no 
matter what needs to be moved or wherever it needs to go.” 

-BBF President, Luke Hingson



2007
$!231,075,145

-
1,400,990
3,146,725

-
10,346,207
20,677,820
9,195,147
7,216,747

52,544,962

$!335,603,743

Distributions & Donations
Recipients in 2006 - 2008

Value of Goods Distributed

Thank You for Your Financial Support*

2006
$!171,116,479

-
516,242

2,506,534
-

9,419,232
13,605,837
9,051,949

17,070,539
38,985,735

$!262,272,547

2008
$!783,598,059

50,282,082
45,056,339
42,256,537
22,424,894
18,853,296
15,409,695
14,594,235
13,688,084
74,587,305

$1,080,750,526

Food!for!the!Poor
Cross!International
Catholic!Medical!Mission!Board
Adventist!Development!and!Relief!Agency
Educational!Development!Center
B’nai!B’rith
Christian!Aid!Ministries
IOCC/World!Church
Rotary!Club!of!Makati,!Philippines
Other

Total

Individuals

Mr.!Leonard!Bielski
Ms.!Sandra!A.!Block
Mr.!&!Mrs.!Frank!Buquicchio
Mr.!Dennis!F.!Carlin
Ms.!Ann!B.!Colby
Mr.!John!E.!Deysher
Mr.!&!Mrs.!Roy!G.!Dorrance
Ms.!Reza!Ektefaie
Mr.!James!R.!Fleming
Mr.!Richard!Gove
Mr.!&!Mrs.!Kent!V.!Hart
Ms.!Patricia!L.!Henninger
Mr.!John!Lachapelle
Mr.!&!Mrs.!G.!Howard!Martin
Mr.!Hugh!P.!McCormick
Ms.!Kathleen!S.!Miller
Mr.!&!Mrs.!John!Pelusi
Ms.!Lauretta!G.!Phillips
Mr.!&!Mrs.!Jeffrey!T.!Recker
Mr.!John!A.!Rogers
Mr.!Keith!Scheuermann
Mr.!&!Mrs.!Cameron!Stokes
Mr.!Ben!Taylor

Organizations / Foundations

Alcoa!Foundation
Allegheny!Foundation
Auto!Data!Direct,!Inc.
Ayudar!Foundation
Baum!Family!Fund!of!The!Pittsburgh!Foundation
Food!for!the!Poor
Heinz!World!Headquarters
The!Robert!S.!&!Louise!S.!Kahn!Foundation
Charles!H.!&!Annetta!R.!Masland!Foundation
John!R.!&!Margaret!S.!McCartan!Charitable!Fund!
! of!The!Pittsburgh!Foundation
Pavement!Recycling!Systems,!Inc.
Presbyterian!Church!of!Sewickley,!PA
Ratliffe!Charitable!Foundation
Service!U.P.!Church,!Aliquippa,!PA
St.!Luke’s!United!Church!of!Christ,!Kittanning,!PA
TEVA!Pharmaceuticals
Tippins!Foundation
Tribune-Review!Publishing!Company
The!Trudy!Foundation
U.S.!Steele!-Kosice

*Cash Contributions of $3,000 or more
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I!seized!the!opportunity!of!vacationing!in!Ghana!recently!to!visit!with!two!organizations!that!have!partnered!with!BBF!in!
distributing!donated!textbooks!and!surgical!instruments.!On!January!29,!2008,!I!met!with!the!Book!Project!Committee!
of!the!Tema!Rotary!Club!–!which!has!collaborated!with!BBF!for!about!twenty!years.!They!proudly!showed!me!a!new!
computer!system!used!to!facilitate!communication!and!book!distribution.!Their!efforts!have!had!to!be!redoubled!lately!
because!of!the!large!number!of!books!recently!received.!I!communicated!the!willingness!of!BBF!to!support!their!effort!
by!assuming!some!of!the!cost!of!temporary!storage!and!internal!transportation!of!the!books.!My!assessment!is!that!Tema!
Rotary!continues!to!have!hard!working!individuals!who!diligently!administer!the!Book!Project!program.!I!contacted!the!
other!charity,!Northern!Ghana!Aid!(NOGAID),!and!visited!their!operations!in!northern!Ghana,!an!economically!depressed!
region!of!the!country.!On!February!11,!2008,!I!arrived!at!Tamale,!the!regional!capital,!on!an!early!morning!"!ight!and!found!

that!an!elaborate!program!had!been!prepared!for!me.!Program!topics!
include!education,! health,! gender! issues,! girl-child! education,!micro-
credit!and!emergency!desk!for!relief!activity.!We!visited!a!hospital!to!
assess!the!impact!of!the!surgical!instruments!BBF!sent!about!a!year!ago.!
They!appreciated!the!instruments!immensely!and!requested!additional!
assistance.!Then! we! went! to! a! construction! site! where!NOGAID! is!
building!a!primary!school.!I!believe!NOGAID!is!a!hard!working!charity!
that! BBF! should! continue! to! support! with! book! donations,! medical!
equipment!and!pharmaceuticals.

Article!from!a!Baptist!World!Alliance!publication!printed!in!1958
A vast pool of medical talent - available for short term assistance anywhere in the world - was proposed by a team 
of physicians and medical personnel who reported November 24th to a select group of auditors in Washington, 
D.C. The six doctors, a nurse, two photographers and some members of their families were back from a three-
month round-the-world tour of mission hospitals under the auspices of the Baptist World Alliance. The trek, dubbed 
“Project: Brother’s Keeper,” was led by Dr. Robert A. Hingson of Cleveland, an American Baptist who is professor 
of anesthesiology at Western Reserve University and was ! nanced largely by a grant from the Jarman Foundation 
of Nashville, Tennessee. The undertaking was the brainchild of Dr. Hingson and BWA Associate Secretary Robert S. 
Denny and had the active cooperation of the U.S. State Department. In reporting their experiences, the doctors told of 
visiting 100 hospitals. They performed or advised on 120 operations and delivered 128 medical lectures to audiences 
totaling 5,500. The group distributed more than $100,000 worth of drugs contributed by American pharmaceutical 
! r ms, participated in 47 conferences with national government and health leaders, administered 90,000 vaccinations 
by new methods and brought devotional addresses to 96 audiences. Besides Dr. Hingson, the physician members 
of the team included Dr. Blanchard Antes, a gynecologist and obstetrician of Canton, Ohio; Dr. Charles Black, 
a surgeon of Shreveport, Louisiana; Dr. John 
Cleland, a surgeon and obstetrician of Oregon City, 
Oregon; Dr. Eugene H. Dibble, medical director 
of Andrew Memorial Hospital, Tsukegee, Alabama 
and Dr. Gabe Payne, pediatrician of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky. The doctors brought back a series of 
recommendations regarding missionary medicine, 
the most important of which called for the creation 
of a pool of American physicians ready to serve 
abroad in short-term emergencies or to provide 
vacation leave for overseas staff members.

Then and Now: Medical
Dr. Robert Hingson Founds Project: Brother’s Keeper

Dr. Hingson located on the far right

Pharmaceuticals in Ghana

BBF Trustee Seth Bekoe Visits BBF Partners in Ghana
By Seth Bekoe, M.D.
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Forty- ! ve! years! ago,! Mrs.! Gussie! Hingson,! wife! of! BBF! Founder! Dr.! Robert! Hingson! and!
mother! of! current! BBF! President! Luke! Hingson,! gathered! 100,000! books! for! shipment! to!
Liberia! thereby! starting! the! Brother’s! Brother! book! program.! Forty- !ve! years! later,! the!
program! Mrs.! Hingson! started! has! shipped! over!82,000,000! books! to! over!100! countries.

From!The!Cleveland!Press,!Thursday,!April!18,!1964
Books to the right of her… books to the left of her. Everywhere Mrs. Scheibel looks, she sees books 
– some 100,000 of them. Collected by 
Kiwanis members all over Ohio, the books 

are being readied in the old Taylor’s store for shipment to 
Liberia. Mrs. Scheibel is chairman of the Kiwanis Ladies 
Committee and is in charge of cataloguing and boxing the 
books. “We’re stamping all of them so the Liberians will 
know they came from the United States and the Kiwanis,” 
Mrs. Scheibel explained. “You know the Communists 
always label the books they send to foreign countries,” 
she said. The project, began last spring among Division 
15 Kiwanians in Greater Cleveland, was inspired by 
Dr. Robert Hingson who reported on the dire need for 
books after leading medical missions to Liberia. Ohio 
Kiwanians became interested after Ray Scheibel, then 
district lieutenant governor, introduced the idea. Most 
of the volumes are textbooks donated by schools and colleges. There are also novels, Bibles and dictionaries for 
shipment.

Then and Now: Educational
Mrs. Hingson Founds BBF Book Program

In!February!2008,!President!George!W.!Bush!and!First!Lady!
Laura!Bush!visited!a!number!of!African!countries.!In!Ghana,!
they! visited! a! reading! program! coordinated! by! the! Rotary!
Club! of!Tema.! BBF! has! a! 20-year! history! of! working! with!
the!Tema!Rotary!Club! to!distribute!donated! textbooks.!Mrs.!
Bush!said,! “I’m!especially!happy!to!be!here! today!when!we!
open!this!reading!hut!that’s!behind!us!and!I’m!very!happy!that!
the!people!of!the!United!States!were!some!of!the!people!who!
helped!supply!your!reading!hut!with!good!books!and!who!have!
helped!in!your!school!with!equal!the!education!quality!for!all.”! 

First Lady Laura Bush Visits Ghana Book Project

Mrs. Laura Bush participates in a reading lesson with students 
in their “reading hut” with the school’s reading mascot 

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008, at the Mallam D/A Primary School 
in Accra, Ghana.
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Used with permission from Pittsburgh Tri bune Review
By Richard Robbins
He was a youngster in 1958, the year the Brother’s Brother Foundation was founded by his father, a world famous 
anesthesiologist from Cleveland. But one memory from that period brings tears to his eyes. Luke Hingson, for all of 
his experience in third-world politics and charity-giving, wears his emotions on his sleeve and nothing seems to move 
him as deeply as recalling the time his father, Robert Hingson, pushed back against bigotry in his native Alabama. 
Luke Hingson, a bespectacled teddy bear of a man with curly gray hair and a quiet and engaging manner, explains 
that his father gathered a delegation for a trip to Africa - an early excursion in the illustrious 50-year history of 
Brother’s Brother, a trip designed to bring the wonders of medical inoculation to a land and people just then emerging 
from decades of oppressive colonial rule. One of the distinguished group of scientists and doctors asked to go along 
was the president of the hospital at Tuskegee Institute, the famous all-black academy in segregationist Alabama. 
When word leaked out of the invitation which had been personally tendered by Robert Hingson, all hell broke loose. 
Regardless of his lofty credentials, Dr. Eugene Dibble was not ! t to carry the banner of American goodwill to the 
people of Africa - or so critics complained. The group that had offered to ! nance the trip - to the tune of $10,000 
- began to make noises that it might bow out. Finally, an ultimatum was issued: Either the president of Tuskegee 
hospital was shown the door, or the cash for the trip would be withdrawn. “It was a different time in America,” Luke 
Hingson, 55, explains, sitting in the third-" oor conference room of a converted North Side pipe plant, the combination 
warehouse-of! ce headquarters of the Brother’s Brother Foundation of Pittsburgh. Black Americans were regularly 
dismissed as second-class citizens during the 1950s and the civil rights movement had yet to take hold – all of which 
may have led Robert Hingson to dis-invite the Tuskegee doctor and take the cash. The critics didn’t know Robert 
Hingson. Hingson, a man who wanted to represent the best of America, found a replacement donor. The trip went 
forward, as evidenced by a grainy black-and-white newspaper photograph featuring Hingson and Dibble just before 
their departure to Liberia. Luke Hingson’s voice quivered as he spoke of the incident and looked at the photograph. 
“I think my father did the right thing,” he says. On the wall in the conference room high above Galveston Avenue 
hangs a photo of Robert Hingson and other Americans alongside Albert Schweitzer the renowned philosopher, 
physician and humanitarian of equatorial Africa. “That about says it all.” Luke Hingson says, a note of triumph 
in his voice. A history major at Tufts University in Boston, Hingson never meant to spend more than a few months 
working alongside his father at Brother’s Brother. He learned by doing. “I learned to do things on a shoe-string,” 
he says, “I’m still working on a shoe-string. When Brother’s 
Brother moved to Pittsburgh, the cash value of its charitable 
donations barely topped $100,000. By 1998, it had grown to 
$77 million. Nine years later, in 2007 the total cash value 
of the foundation’s donations to 62 countries in Central and 
South America, Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe peaked at 
$328 million. While this mushrooming was taking place, one 
thing remained constant: the low cost of doing business. A 
miniscule 0.1 percent of what Brother’s Brother took in 2007 
was devoted to administrative expenses, according to the latest 
analysis by Charity Navigator. Hingson feels he’s ful! lli ng his 
father’s original intent for Brother’s Brother, which was to 
do as much good as possible for the neediest of people. He is 
humble. Hingson credits his father’s decision to take a job in 
Pittsburgh as one of the wisest and most bene! cial he made 
– which, all things considered, is saying a lot.

Then and Now: Leadership

BBF President Luke L. Hingson “hand on globe” and the 
Hingson family 1978
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History of BBF

BBF Staff

Brother’s!Brother!Foundation!began!in!1958!as!a!dream!of!a!few!to!help!the!many!around!the!world!who!lack!good!
healthcare,!education!and!nutrition.!!From!the!beginning,!its!founder!and!leading!spirit,!Robert!A.!Hingson,!M.D.,!
urged!that!BBF’s!resources!be!shared!with!local!counterpart!organizations!in!developing!countries!who!shared!the!
common!desire!to!help!those!in!need.!!Over!the!last!50!years!BBF!has!helped!people!in!over!140!countries,!working!
through!and!in!partnership!with!local!agencies!that!want!to!help!their!own!people.!!Included!in!this!partnership!are!
local!government!institutions,!hospitals,!universities,!religious!organizations,!rotary!clubs,!professional!societies!
and!many!others.!!

Together,!with!partners!in!the!United!States!and!other!countries,!we!have!provided!over!$3.4!billion!in!goods!
and!services!that!included!87,617!tons!of!medical!supplies,!text!books,!seeds!and!food!that!have!touched!tens!of!
millions!!of!people!with!better!healthcare,!education,!nutrition,!material!security!and!hope.!!It!has!been!an!odyssey!
of! love!shared!by! thousands!of! individuals,! foundations,! corporations,! the!U.S.!
government!as!well!as!civic,!social!and!religious!organizations.!Supporters!such!as!!
doctors,!teachers,!builders,!truckers!and!warehouse!laborers!(paid!and!volunteer)!
have!carefully!distributed!the!donations!BBF!has!made!to!those!who!could!use!them!
most.!A!gift!to!Brother’s!Brother!is!never!singular.!!It!is!always!multiplied!by!gifts!
from!individuals,!corporations,!faith!groups,!rotary!clubs,!ethnic!associations!and!
campaigns!such!as!the!Combined!Federal!Campaign,! local!United!Ways!and!by!
government!grants.!!Donations!are!managed!by!BBF!staff,!with!oversight!provided!
by!the!Board!of!Trustees,!all!of!whom!work!hard!to!keep!our!administration!and!
operating!costs!below!1%!of!the!value!of!received!donations.

President
Luke!Hingson
Vice President, Development
Karen!Dempsey
Vice President, Finance
Wil liam!Davis
Accounting Assistant
Gladys!Halich
Administrative Assistant
Donna!Engelhardt
Educational Program Coordinator
Carol!Taylor
Humanitarian Program Coordinator
Mark!Morrison!/!Liam!Carstens
Inventory Coordinator
Velmir!Letoja

Medical Program Coordinator
Shawna!Szabo!/!Liam!Carstens
Mission Trip Coordinator
Ilva!Letoja
Publications
Ryan!Gindlesperger
Warehouse Manager
Robert!Miller!
Warehouse Assistant
Richard!Hines
Government Grants
Elizabeth!Visnic
Instrument Program Assistant
Elizabeth!Sorek

Intern from Duquesne University
Joan!Marshall

Dr. Robert A. Hingson
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