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As you may have seen from the many articles in this 

newsletter over the last year, BBF has made a concerted 

effort to assist members of our own community in 

our collective efforts to combat COVID-19. Our local 

response, which has included providing PPE to many 

healthcare organizations and front-line responders 

along with community organizations such as foodbanks 

and eldercare facilities, has complemented BBF’s 

steadfastly expanding relief work both domestically and 

around the world.  

 The tremendously positive response to these local 

efforts gave us an insight into the impact we were helping 

make in the community and brought to the forefront 

the unmet healthcare needs of so many underserved 

community members. It became increasingly evident 

that though we may well have one of the most advanced 

healthcare systems in the world, for a multitude of 

reasons, there are many areas of care that warrant our 

attention. In the indomitable spirit of BBF’s founder Dr. 

Robert Hingson, the question then became what else 

could we do to help our neighbors and make a greater 

impact in our own community? 

 BBF’s Chair Tom Wentling met Dr. William Simmons 

at a virtual event where they both were to speak about 

their areas of interest. Dr. Simmons is an Associate 

Professor and Chair of the Advisory Committee on 

Diversity in the Department of Anesthesiology at the 

University of Pittsburgh, along with fulfilling his role 

as an Anesthesiologist at Shady Side hospital. Perhaps 

unsurprisingly given his passion for BBF, Tom wrote a 

heartfelt piece about the organization’s history and the 

accomplishments of Dr. Hingson and his colleagues. 

Dr. Simmons wrote about his research on the infamous 

Tuskegee experiments along with other similar events 

including one especially egregious case in Guatemala.  

 Passionate about addressing healthcare issues in 

underserved communities and expressing an interest 

in BBF’s work, Dr. Simmons visited our facilities on the 

North Side. Tom kindly joined the meeting, and we had an 

extensive discussion about BBF’s programs and projects. 

Dr. Simmons concurrently provided an overview of his 

own work to help in-need community members, with a 

focus on the impact of diabetes in particular. His goals 

include addressing healthcare issues in the Wilkinsburg 

and broader Western Pennsylvania region.   

 Given BBF’s own local efforts and desire to continue to 

serve our community, these discussions led to follow up 

calls to explore how we could work together. I am pleased 

to say that with BBF Advisory Board Member, Dr. Jenny 

Yu’s collaboration, we are planning on providing supplies 

and equipment for a diabetes and eye screening clinic to 

be held at Dr. Simmons new community medical facility in 

the Wilkinsburg area. You may recall that BBF previously 

supported Dr. Yu’s Project Theia clinics in Ghana and 

India also. Given our common interests and passion for 

service, we are delighted to say that Dr. Simmons will be 

joining BBF’s Board of Trustees in April. 

 Thank you for your ongoing support and allowing us to 

fulfill our mission to serve those in need!  ■

Helping Address Healthcare Needs in Our Community 
By Ozzy Samad 
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In the Maya Ixil region of Guatemala, 36 years of 

internal conflict devastated the native population and 

resulted in a generation with no access to education. 

Although the conflict has since ended, the native 

Mayans still face obstacles as all Guatemalan schools are 

required to teach in Spanish for grades 7 and beyond, 

instead of the native Mayan Ixil which is most prevalent 

in the region. Additionally, 60% of babies born in the 

region are born to mothers between the ages of 10-16. 

This early pregnancy trap, lack of access to education or 

job training, and cultural gender inequality has created 

a powerful cycle of poverty that disproportionately 

affects young women and girls.

BBF and Colegio Amachajul have partnered to provide 

the support needed to close the poverty gap. Colegio 

Amachajul offers programs for all members of the Ixil 

community including the Professional Seamstress 

Certificate Scholarship program. The classes are 

taught in the native Ixil language and are designed 

to provide women with the skills to be gold standard 

seamstresses. The women also have the opportunity 

to learn how to sew washable feminine pads and face 

masks that can be used to improve the health and 

safety of their communities. BBF was able to donate 12 

sewing machines to the program to expand the size of 

their classes to help meet the great demand for these 

educational opportunities. We are excited to provide the 

necessary support to those who want a brighter future 

for themselves and their neighbors!   ■

The Power of Education  
in Guatemala

By Abigael Siecinski

We are excited to have Rylei Porter join us for her Senior 

Experience as our Vice President of Development Laura 

Kelly will be her Mentor this year. Rylei attends Yorktown 

High School in Arlington, Virginia, where she has been 

active within her school and community throughout her 

four years of high school. She plans to major in Music 

Business and Public Relations followed by an MBA at 

Belmont University in Nashville in the fall of 2021. While 

working closely with Laura, Rylei will learn more about 

marketing strategies to guide her in her future endeavors. 

We are excited to have her join us!  ■ 

Rylei Porter joins BBF for her Senior Experience

Brother’s Brother Foundation is pleased to announce our new partnership with Hikma 

Pharmaceuticals. Our shared focus on sustainability makes us excellent partners to 

improve access to essential medications throughout the world. In the first quarter 

of 2021, Hikma donated antibiotics and other critical pharmaceuticals to BBF. Some 

of these donations have already been delivered to partner hospitals in Malawi and 

other contributions are en route to Haiti and Honduras. With our shared focus on 

sustainability, BBF wants to thank everyone at Hikma Pharmaceuticals!  ■

Introducing our New Partner: Hikma Pharmaceuticals 
By Liam Carstens
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The Foundation for Youth Empowerment (FOYE) is 

located in the heart of Mbarara City, Uganda whose 

mission is to provide youth developmental opportunities 

through talent promotion, skill development, and human 

rights advocacy. One of their programs is the Computer 

Skills Training Center that currently has a 

total of 300 registered youths. The youths 

involved in this program come from poverty-

stricken areas of the city and would likely 

never have access to a computer or an IT 

facility without FOYE providing computer 

literacy courses. These technological skills 

are key tools for the students and their future 

employment opportunities. The courses cost 

a small fee to those who can afford them and 

are free to others. This pay as you can system 

provides sustainability to the programs and 

access to all.  

Brother’s Brother Foundation was able to 

assist with the sustainability of the programs 

by purchasing new computers for the 

center so they can expand and improve the 

current operations. The new computers will 

allow vulnerable youth the opportunity to 

pursue the skills needed for their future and allow the 

community at large to utilize the facility outside of class 

times. BBF is honored to be able to help advance the 

educational mission of FOYE and we look forward to 

seeing all the great work they do in the future.   ■

BBF Responds to the Ebola Outbreak  
in Guinea

By Liam Carstens

The Foundation for Youth Empowerment 
By Abigael Siecinski

Brother’s Brother Foundation and longtime partner Cath-

olic Relief Services have come together to provide aid for 

the current outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in 

Guinea, West Africa.  Together, we are working to support 

health care facilities and workers with infection preven-

tion and control strategies while also improving water, 

sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure and access. 

Between 2014 and 2016, there was a widespread 

outbreak of Ebola in Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. BBF 

worked with in-country partners to send requested safety 

equipment and supplies while also supplying hygiene and 

washing resources to hospitals and clinics throughout 

Liberia and Sierra Leone. During that time, it was clear that 

those most vulnerable were healthcare workers.

Our current response will assist 21 health centers and 210 

health workers, who serve approximately 43,730 people, 

in the regions that are most at risk of widespread Ebola 

transmission.  This targeted work is directed towards 

health centers with inadequate sanitation facilities and 

communities near the recent outbreak. Per CRS, this work 

“will support public and private healthcare facilities to 

adopt immediate, life-saving infection prevention and con-

trol strategies to protect healthcare workers and patients 

in impacted zones, while also improving regional capacity 

in public and private healthcare facilities in neighboring 

areas at high risk of community transmission to prepare 

for and, therefore, reduce the transmission of Ebola.”   

 BBF remains committed to providing support to combat 

the widespread outbreak of Ebola and is currently in 

communication with partners in Sierra Leone and Liberia 

to monitor the situation.   ■



BBF’s  new Combined Federal Campaign 
number is 1228

Brother’s Brother Foundation is pleased to 
announce that financial support from federal 
employees continues. Many thanks to both 
our new and renewing CFC donors. 

Look for BBF in the fall 2020 campaign 
brochure. For donors who are not  
government employees, please remember 
that some employers match individual 
donations. Ask about your employer’s 
matching gifts program. 

This is a great way to give to BBF. Thank you! 

Our First Inaugural Golf Event  

is Sold Out! 

BBF’s first Inaugural Golf Event has officially sold 

out! We want to thank each and every sponsor and 

golfer who have committed to our event. We are 

truly inspired by your support and appreciate each 

and every one of you. We are looking forward to 

teeing off on June 21st at Fox Chapel Golf Club and 

enjoying some sunshine. See you all on the green!   ■

Visit Our Website for an All-Inclusive Experience 

If you haven’t checked out our new website yet, what are you waiting for? Our 

newly designed website has something exciting for everyone! From learning 

more about our program areas of healthcare, infrastructure, disaster response, 

and education to checking out In The News section, you can stay up to date 

on BBF’s efforts to provide aid that leads to sustainable development. Go to 

brothersbrother.org today to learn more and to donate today! we can make a 

difference. Will you join the BBF team?   ■

Board Chair (2020) 
Thomas L. Wentling, Jr. 
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management

Vice Chair (2021) 
Terrence H. Murphy, Esq. 
Littler Mendelson

Medical Director (2020)
Deborah K. McMahon, 
M.D. 
University of Pittsburgh

Treasurer (2019) 
Walter B. Fowler 
Chatham University

Secretary (2019) 
Austin P. Henry, Esq. 
Mills & Henry

President 
Ozzy Samad  
Brother’s Brother Foundation

Ron Alvarado 
Novus Group, LLC

Drew N. Harvey 
Aluminum Company of 
America (Alcoa) (retired)

Lilla O. Hillman 
Millennium Pharmaceuticals 
(retired)

Doug Holmes 
Holmes & Hollister (retired)

Joseph E. Imbriglia, M.D. 
Hand & UpperEx Center

Phillip D. Jones 
P.D. Jones & Associates 
(retired)

Lance Kann 
PharmaSupplyPartners, LLC

Darren Macioce 
Highmark (retired)

Robert Mangino 
KDKA Radio

Chronis Manolis 
UPMC

Bryant Mitchell 
EVP FNB Corp.

Santiago Pujadas 
President, 0to5

Linda Renninger 
Accounting Director, Alliance 
RX/Walgreens

William Simmons, M.D.. 
University of Pittsburgh

Ngoc Thai, M.D., Ph.D. 
Allegheny Health Network

John C. Unkovic, Esq. 
Reed Smith, LLP

Brother’s Brother Foundation
1200 Galveston Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1604

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit
Organization

US Postage Paid
Pittsburgh, PA
Permit No. 797

Cover With Address Label

Board of Trustees Combined Federal Campaign

4


